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ABOUT THIS ISSU%  If all gées as~I think 1t will, this will be one
of the neatest|issues »f 8 fanzine I hpve ever
nroéuced., Peges 4 and 5, nsturally, will hsva to be excused, as
thay were etencilled on thst hestard contrention I got from Carl
Swsnson. 4Also, I beg your symmsethy and forgzivensss about the er-
rors thet' have niled up, ensarently bha2yond sll resson. I make
them every time, but wususlly I corr=ct them. This time,I found
the 8x in nmy correction fluid had coagulsted from the madium, rin-
ing the entire bottle. I knov th: mistakes ern there, but I can-
not 4o anything sbout tham. éck to the technicel side, I know I
have cut come nest stencils with this typswritor. - If only 1 cen
keep un the 5004 wi-'rk sn the wimeo. This is, unfortunately, a borm
roved wachine, but I hezva cut cinzle pnepes with it before and they
have.always Dbeen gond. :

APOUT TFD MATWRIAL Frenkly, I hsd 8 nretty herd time scranping
together ennugh meterial for this iessue. I

wented to use only one ©piecsz of“fiction. I hsd intended to use a
plece by Joe Xennedy, but it ot mispltced. The gruesome little
thing by Coczroft s the only-oth2r -we had that would fit the
space assigned to fiction. I want to thenk Mr. Berry Jorden of
the Tnternrise Printing Compeny in~edvance -for printing th= covar.
Hz: nromisad to do it next week. I s=et the tyre, but I vas in too
ssuch of ‘s ‘hurry to mske the run-on a press. . I'sm-hoping he reasr-
roncee the letterin: som=what, or it will 1look pretty slonpv. i
was on the run “h=n'I se’ i%. I-hav? included K3nnecy's little 1it-
em more as g curioucity thsn saything elsa. It wes evidently it
ten heek in his younger doys ag-e-fan. I took tha liberty 0% f
corrzaciing the deates snd @ fzw of the snschronisms, but mostly y5
13t it go as it stood.  This it»m must not he considared indimtive
of his prasent skiil, but m-rzly as a relic. The'let's Set agoel”
2+4®ICLT vw1ill erousz a little cuntoavébsy, I think. Which W& s
th> zenersl idsa. How about 8 letter or article commenting onthis ?

THIS AND TFAT We are in urgent need of meterial. Nezded sare sr-
ticles, po2try ‘emd reviews. Don't ~ send eny book
reviews) whet T wont is someon: to volunteer to review tha aros
end fenzines. Anvone villing to do this should first write the
editor before submittin~ enything. This second dissu2 hes.been-in
arocress more than s vesr. TFirst, we planned & postry rzprint is-
su2; then mwe decid-d on s fiction issue. -About helf '6f esch one
wss comnlet2d, then discsré:d. I  finelly cettl=d on'e;ransrel
fenzine, since the motericl is essier to obtsin. You will Drop-
7 noticz the abssncz of art work. This wes purely intzntional,
& v. wantzd to get_as much text on the limited number of etens
eve es noccible. Lon't' forget your letter of ‘eomments on

2. #Wz tznt a lerze levtzr section -next time™ 1
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If, as Bob ‘Tucker suzgests in one of his Bloomington Newsletters,
reminiscence is old age, I am dead. And the fact that I am a burned
out luminary is made doubly regrettable by the fact that said luminary
did not burn very bright in its heyday. ) :

Such thoughts every fuan has ot one time ur aunother, 1 assume, 80 I
refuse to become sloppy about 1t. Memories lie buried here and there--
in a pile of mouldering fcnzines, in a long-remembered novel, in persongl
letters stored away because one can't bring himself to destroy them.

And of the group, I prefer letters for my partioculer brand of nos-
talgis, since tney exaetly parrallel one's ephermal progress in that

" gingular microcosm known &8 fandom. - . o

Personal letters cre ~pt to be.just thot--personal. But once in a
blue moon you receive one that is just as applicable to fandom 2t large
as it 1s to the one recciving it. ' -

Following, I hove selected portions of personal letters which I
consider to be of general interest.-

The first bit 1: by Hc.oid Cheney, who used to publish Atres Artes-
Pernaps it contnins some in >rmation new to you--1it did to me., The oc-
casion for this pro.onged mgssive, only a portion of which.is used, was
my inquiry about tha plue-1’int process by which his covers were prin-.
ted znd his method ol dires' hektographing.

Doted Mrrch 24, 3B46, :t reads: S

“"About last Septéaber, I said to mysélf that I was going to put
out & fanzine. I look. ~ "wrough my Latin Buok looking for a title thot
might be new yet good. « the same pnge were atres and artes, meaning
'black ' and 'srt. ' It would have taken o third class fool not to have
geen the possibility of the title. 'Months paussed--with the money earn-
ed that summer ¢ new Corona was bought. Still the urge to put out a
zine persisted. Then one day, conquering my fears, I mcrched into the
loczl stotionery stors and purghased a pound tin of hekto refill, three
purple carbons, ond two bottles of hekto -inks I put in an ; ?rder for
hekto ribbon then too. I wrote tu several tuus fur moterial.: Kennedy
sent in - bit. I had wisited Thyril Li Ladd, so I was quite friendly
with him. If you 've seen his articles in Fantagy Commentator, you oan
see why I asked him for 1 crticle. He wanted to, but it seems he hos.
agreed to write for Searles alone, znd he 1s o very honorable guys Then
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Rambling with Jcllectors came into my head a8 an idea o print scme of
the stuff he hod written in nis interesting letters in my mag. Sc I -
had my coantents. I melied the gelatin and poured it intoy,a Coeo Cola
serving tray. Thus, AA, without benseflt of any previos cxperience; . w =
born. You can see the results. But through mistnkes come progress. .
"My dad has alwoys been interested in stf, so he was very 1nt=2res-
ted in my mag and derlorea the fact that I had not let him prodfiisad: .
it. Well, with the ald of the NFFF mss. Bureau and sone fang who, enfis
ed my card, I had some good stuff for my mag and plrnned to improve it.
Lad said th-t down at the office there were about—half g dozen hekto.-
pads tnat were left from the time that they sold their machine theat i
used them. As'they were-useless there, he brought ~them hume. So with
my hexto ribbon and some thought number two started to tcis shape. Even
edges aren 't easy, but they sure are worth the work in locks.  Dad touk
the pics I had from.the mss. bureau down:to the shop and tried td blue-
rrint them. Since there were only a few coples (ZJ) being made of the
mag, it didn't put the comypany in the hole too much. But am I boring-
you--you want Anfo on the blue-printing and dittoing and here I am ram-
bling on about my meag. ' S o ’ '
© "Blue-printing costs on the averzgze 8c a square foot. So if you-
have a meg one foot square for a hundred issues it would cost §8. - As
the blue-grinting is done at the shop, I haven't much of an idea of
now it works. Now for dittoing. The way I got it is the same way I-
got the blue-printing. The last silu- pages of AA are dittqed.’ You
have specfal sheets %o type on. I understand that they cost 56 a sheet
" (compared to 15¢ a stencil tor mimeo) and after running off the sheets,
you can save the master auda run ofl some more ne xt year. The sheet 1s
l1ike this: there are two 'she2ts attached at the top--one 1s regular
- Paper and the other 1s a heavy sheet with one side lLeavily carboned.
The plain sreet 1s on.top , the carboned one uncerneath. When you typs
ol the plain sheet 1t comes out on: the back of it liike it would if you
had a cerhon paper backwardsz. The carbon sheet is torn off, and the
back of the paper you type on, with the carbon in reverse, is your
mester. After that, I don 't know how' it goes. _—

' "When you eaid 'for the most part--the best that I have seen'
about the hektolng, I suppose you mean that page 15was the sore siot.
That page was dur to my forgetting to,clean the. pad off btefore aprlying
the master. If you have a fairly smooth and clean surface aid take
raing to use a little neatness in the original I think that good hektc-
ing is pertectly possible. The gnly objection I have to hentoing is
that the number of coples‘’you cau get is ridZculously low. Oh,-I sup-
pose you can get more then the 3¢ I:got but #30 was pretty  dim. Now
with gitto, you can get over a hundred, really dark, too. .

- "I forgot to mention snother beauty of dittoedng--eresures. You
know what a mess 1t ie to erase a nistake on a heato master--you. spread
the stuff all over and have to dig the paper almest to zet the wrong
word off. Well, with ditto, you have a kind of wax pencil. When you
make a misteke, you roll the sheet back on your typer till you can aze
the spot on the master where the mistake is. = Taen you rub lt;over wils,
the pencil. Then from an old back sheet with the carboh on 1% you cut
cut a plece that had not been typed on and slip this in+o the machins

igd tyre *he right word, roll it out again aud remove the plece of dai-
N . ‘e .

L)

f . . : ’ . .
4 .If you cen understand this, go see Einstein. He wanta,gomegne T
éapicln the theory of relativity to nim.# 4 - i

@
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As ¢ddends %to th= forscning, T might mentisn in nossing thst I em
an 0ld patron of the jellv shs:t. Long ond loud heve I cursed the day
I saw a hektograph. N~var a mors figndish crestion has shrung from -
the £ verishmind of o m:d inventor. They &re so unpredicteble for thz

unwaryt If they are too cold you-.get over a hundred copies too faiut
to read; if they are too werm tha never sbsorbs all %h2 ink on the fire.
ten coviss and teairs out hugs chunks of the gelatin,. I hevs found that
with Ditto carbon paper and pzrfect. impression p.oer and with th=s pad
heated to 720, around rifty exoellant copiss woy bs msde, -

Cheney's mention of his difficulty in correcting mistakes with the
conventional hektoing surnrised me,, since I had conquered-the nroblem
by en entirely differsnt nethod. -When I hsd typed a psze, 1 prcof-read
it. Then I,typed the corr=ct forms with hekto carbon on another sheet
of neper and cut them ous and pcsied them omen tns-incornactuwords.
vhan I repeated words, I cui them frow th= aaster with « razor blade.

I think Mr. Che=nevy is using a misnomsr when he designates the dbr-
sct method of .reproducticn ss "Dittoing.” Ths word is marely a trsde
neme, as we most knov. Ditto nroducss aschines of both tvpes, with -
cupplies for each. I hav= sincec inspacted ¢ vrotery machine made, I
think, by Hever., I hsve alusys called thn process merely "dirzct hek-
toingz,” but av thet I am p=rhans jist as wrong 8s he is, since hekto-
=raphing orizinaly wsent reproducing 8 hundred. 4 . -

Tnough on that subj:ct, vhough. The n2xt l:tter slters our pace
o little. It was writtsn by Ven Splawn when Southarn Fendom wes Was,
just in the 2mbryonic stese, and in 1t he mokes sqme sungestion which
we hsove followed. ’ g e o

.

"...T oncs thouzht odout & fenzine cell d Southern Fsnlsey, pat-
crned ofter Southzrn Stor, with materisl principslly by Southern
£ns, with "gu=st conlunaz,” etc. You are right, fandom in “he South
ir rsthar retronaresgsive, and NH-rhene 8 iAplaYe eveadr fan-mag devoted to
‘ha orgenizetinn ané cosgulotion of thsz Southern hoys would wake them
uh. You “now yourseli thot T am just en »ld Sou.hernsr ot heort, @nd
17¢ 1liks “o ses vhet w2 con do.  affer we becom? zgihanlished and the
word =ohts around LDOW UL JUrpoOse, Derhans some of th: noys b.olow %he
Macon-Dixon lin: would rall o ita: ceusé. ©Son, weir: a-gonna seceas
rcow Yankse fendom. Langit, itis.s subellibnt®  aAnviey, I do think
tL: Soush should be repris.ntad by 8 fen-ma:, &ll nrecticelly sll ac-
{ivity todesy is in th=2 Ta2si or on the west coagt.: , '

Darn rizht, Southern Stsir was 8 swell fenzine. I like the South-

ern outlook on things, jcvial, nat too serious, and enthusiasm. . The
SS had all this, and mors.” N .

LI

The n~xt letter concerns mimcogrophing, ususlly an inter:sting
tonic to lons-sufferin. fen zditors. Before buving th2 mim¢o I ncw
neve, I corregoond2é with several persone in the hone thet I mighe
discover som:on: who ne:ded cssh in e hurry and who had e mimgoghraph
with which ne would pert for & trivial sum. Tha following is fraow
on Christ -nszn, w10 sc¢=ms to know his sescond hand dunlicotors.

"het do vou mean for s chesp mimeogreph? New Speed-0-Prints.
cost %440, second hend they sre #30, Sesrs-Rowbuck, nww, ars 400,
Tulie Unsar hed ¢ mimeo I bought from him for 292G, and then sold i%
yack to him hecsuse tho drum was doated. Befors t+het I hed priced 2
reneic job on it, nd it would have cogi_ three dollars to repair it,
if you clesned it oat (somz jobl). Lost I no-nrd, Julie wented to sond
_COI' H) -t
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for a new dnum 9it's & self-inker) to Montgomery-werd. Or else he would
sell it for $20 again ond pay for sll repair =xpenscs. I wes fod up -
with the thing, though. Meybs hs still hes it. It's worth & try, I,
should think. Ron Meddox has a lousy’' one he'd probably sell for $10'or
$15.- I don't -know il it cen bs fi%éd‘so it will do decent work. Kennedy-
hes a queer sort of contrsption which is just & drum. One puts the ¢
stencil on it and rolls it over the paper. ((If our memory sérves us-
right, Bob Tucker very queintly and eppropriastely lab2aled it as a -
"bastird contraption." -7d.)) Cost<Joe $3.75, and‘-hs wants to g»t rid
of it. Dale Tarr and Tenner ugad gtin can on ths seme principai,’ fes-
tening the stencil dowin with scotéh'tepe." T - RS

After reading Chris's lstter end othsrs similer to ity T .doneluddd
thst buying @ new machine was the best bet, since us»d mimeds have in-
variably turned-out to be excwedingly used, and only ‘with e néw model:
ar> you certain of getting whet you-psid for. Which réminds m2 of a -
?-hand typewriter I bouzht from Cerl Swsnson...someday I shaell 3x)0s6
him &s the nefsrious msnsce to fsndom thet hz is. Shrovding his trus
nsture behind the respecteble-sounding firm of Swanson Book Companv,
his blood-sucking tentacl:s criss-cross fandom in & network ¢xtunding -
to even its most far-flung boundari+s, ensnaring unwery fen and Geman-
ling their pound of flush. Are you listzning, Swanson, Unger, Xorshak,
floskovitz, et al? . = . -

That is ell for this tiu=. Perhaps these letters, though inter-
2sting to me, have no place in & fan-mag. What 6o you think? If the
response is fevaorable, ;ou will continue to sce thig feature from time
to tima, : :

7 .

THE_END

—— —_
STILLNESS IN THE WIGHT

There are silences that ere unforgettsble.
I shall always remsmber one night in t h e
country. As I o»n:pned the kitchen door to go
out for water at the spring, the silenco vas £0
greal thev drowe be:t in my ears. Tha sheft of
yellow lamplight flew shead of me like e bird
along the meih and, oOverhead, & million sters
blazed in the sky. ST . B -

- This I will remember, I thought. Th=2
crisp, brscingz sutumn . eir, my orchard with-its
trees in even rows, the brenchas heavy with
their burden of (fruit, 'No sound 1in all the !
world. Then suddenly ~a soft thud. TFirst, by .
the o0ld stone wall., Then up bahind the spring,
snother. It soon became a steady beat. The
soft fall of apples—iull red fruit dropping to
the ground—1like blood. ’

--TRUE STORY -

et L eoee —— e
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NOV"MBTR 27, 1947 --- I have decided I would meke some more ent-
ries in my diesry, although my better judgment is against it. The last
time I put my sdventures on neper, somg guy stole it from the third
drewer of my hop=z chsst and hed 1t publishzd in some fanzine or other..
In the cxcerpts from this disry that were nrinted in the fenzine it seid
I hed sold & novelet to istounding Megezine. “This is sbsolutely true,
end the issue cama out todsy with 'my story in it. I am not telling
anybodv, but I reslly took most of my story from an old book I found.
In fect, I copied down almost =very word”from this book. It 1s a very
ovscurz book, howsver, for it only sold e few hundred copizs were sold.
I gucss Mister Cemnbell will never find out about it. The neme of the
book is "The Outsiders end Othars." . Heshehehe. I guess I sm naturally
clever, . . :

DECTMBER 14 --- You'd never guess who waé‘here to see me againl! 1
It was thst Deglar follow. It was like this. I happenzd to De sitting
in the pentry esting pig knucl:les and buttermilk, when in the door.
burst this Dezler. I recognized him from the last time he camz herc
and made me president of the Univsrsel Order of Cosmic Characters. But
this time he was all out of br=sth and red in thz fece from running.

FPe didn't have s cost ot tie or anv improvements such ss thet. He ssid
to me: you gotts hide me. I said to him: why? He seid: They're
after me again; plesse, just for old times' seke¢. I said: okay, g0
down in the cellser snd hide in %the cosl bin. He nodded snd deshed down
ths celler steps snd I coulé hes. the sounds of him wellowving in the
coel bin, Pretty soon up drove th: police cars with the sirsns wailing
full blast. I bezen to gat & little unn rvsd. Out of the police cer
came six detectives and policem 'n with mechinsguns and tesr gas bombs.
They msrchad up to our front door ond right on into ths living room.
The lesdsr soid to mz: hse he been here? I seid: who? Hs sald: you
know who. I said: I don'' know whh vou mesn. 4nd the lesder dee-
cribed somebody who looked just like Claude. I finally msnag:d to get
the six cops snd detectives ou of th: house, snd they drovz @ff mut-
tering: +hat's funnv, I could swesr I séw him go in there, maybe we
should get & search werrent. .ell, when ths cosst was clear, Clsude
emerzed, sall covercd with cosl dust, hended mz s copy of "Spicy Space-
Shio Storiss," and ran out th- nsck door, and I haven't s-en iim sincs ..
Funny thing. The ground outside weas all coverecd with snow, but Claude

-8 -



didn't leave & singlu footprint. I gusss that is because he is smert ,
like me or something. o

DECEMDTZR 15 --- The mzn with the tegr gas bombs are - still hunt--v
ing for Claude. There was s notice in todsy's pepsr for all citizens:
to bolt snd lock their doors on the inside until the mensce.is past.
But I bet the menece is sll the: wey to Newcastcle by now. Hehshaha,.

JANUARY 3 --- I em ssriously thinking of getting back ‘into fan-
dom agein. I heve not been asctive -for savarsl monthe, but of course
I wss onca a big shnt in fandowm and I guess my reputation is still.
henging around. I got e letter todey from ¢ lewyar who seid he: rcp- ‘
rosents the Street & Smith Co. and thet hs is co.:ing out te see- me neA;

week about something or other. I wondar what it could be.

JANUARY 7 ----Well, I'm beck in, fandom sgein. I have bccone
treasurcr of the Interplenztary Scilentific Slan Society, which is, of
course, a great honor. 1In fsct, I have.bson zntrusted with ! ¢87 in-
club funds. They cautioned m: not to. spznd esny of the funds, How o ,
silly. As if I could do & thing like that! T :

JANUARY 8 -~ Boy, am I 1uckv. I have 8 copy of the’ very first 1s-
suz of Waird Tales! I'm es proud as anything. Gosh, won't they all
be jeslous of me! It was lik: this. I wes doun in Blattsburg looking
eround in onz of th: scconé hand meg stor:s. In some places, I had to
push the mould aside so I could look st ths detes of thse megs. All of
8 sudden, what should I come across but the first Weird.- It wes lying
on ton of a steck of megs marked "10¢ each.” I psve & whoop of joy
end grabbad and seaid to th: men that runs th» store: how much do you
wont for this--twenty five bucks--fifty--e hundred? He said: do you
ncen to say you would pay thret much for thet? I said: wcll, I'm sorry
but 81l I hsve 'is %37, will that be enou;h? He said it was. So I
gave him the %87 in funds from the ISSS end took thz mag. Wow, em I a
smert one. If I wes running thet store, I would not sell a magavine
like that for lsss that 100 dollars, I be:t. As for the club funds, I.
~u2ss there is no hurry, end I cen pay it bsck whenzver I want.

JANUARY 11 --- I am getting scered! . Tho Inturplenctary Scienti-,
fic Slan Socisty hss elseted a ncw‘trcasurer and they went the club
funds back. I don't know whet to t&ll thom, but I will try and stall
them off for ss long as I can. What ‘ls worse, my mother thought ny
first issuc of Weird Teles wes just en olé worthless thingz, snd she
took it snd virappz:d up gerbage in it. The Cltj trucks collect ¢ all
th2 garbsco todey, too. I'm scered.

JANUARY 12 --- I em writing this up in the attic clos~t ‘whera no-
body cen find me. Down bmlow at the front door,  th: lewysr from
Strect & Smith Co. is waving e copy of "Ths Outsider'and Others" and
ringing the doorbell end swaaring’ something awful. I viould not snswea
that doorbell for s million dollsrs. Also, these leg! f2u nighte T
have bezn heving nightmares of H.,P. -Lovecrsfli coming back and hauntine
me But right now, at the bsck door, tha presidaent. and vice-przeid=nt
and tressurer and six mamhers of th%¥ ISSS arc trying to bust doun tha
door with & battering ram. I con heer 1t startinz to splinters Maybe
I should: heave gonz out to thz gerbage dump end coll-cted tha pazcs of
the'firs& issue of W:ird TDslzs end stepl:d them topether end tried to
sell it for hslf price. 3ut I guess it ties too lste., The back door is
giving wey. I wish I vias older so I could join the Foreign Ldgion._
Gosh. They sey South Africe is beautiful in the spring. I'm{scered.

}

3 - THZ END o o
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A speclal interest group like fendom needs to hesve a specific ob-
Jrctive in order to justify its existence. A4 few wild plans like Deé—
ler's Cosmic Love Cemp in the Ozerks heave emerged, but for the most
part they have been impracticasble.- To merely sugzest an idealistic
plan is enough to meke the rest of fandom relegate to to the sub- regions
inhabited by Cleaude. But I dare to .tread the dangerous psth...

No one needs to be told ihet is wrong with fandom as a group. Each
fen hss his own specisl interesteqd end he goes serenely about his soli-
tary devices. He may be corresponding with other fen or prefer resding
the pros or publishing & pointless fan meg. That is all to the good,
for such is the life-blood of fondom, but whet ell these senarate en-
tities need is a common goal, s raison d‘'etre.

On first thought, any fsn can tell you whv he is a fan. He might
nzme any of the three activities mentioned, or helf a dozen others.

But it is my sincere belief thet fandom goes much deeper then thet. It
does to me. ‘

- Fandom is a way of life, an outlook. It is potentially & powsrful
force. Ten are different from sll other neoople. That is not to say
‘thr3 gre entirely superior, for in some ays they are inferior to the
cveras: man. (It is hard to classify the “common men.") But ss 8
rul° ‘fen have a wider knoviledge, keener incicht, brosder sympsethies,
and & higher intellig:nce rating. But it is not my intention to pro-
vide more fuel for ego-boo.

But with all the brillisnce in ‘the world, we will never geb any
further unless we stick tozether. 'I fully realize thet rettinsg fandom
to unite behind any single czuse would bz a major accomplishment. But
I believe there ar-: a few things which most of us advocate.

. A hesty list I have compiled includes:

(1). Abolition of war and thae.forming of a World Government.

(2). Improving education and estsblishing the scientific method

of thinking. . :

~(3). Tradication of rsc- prejudice and group thinking.

(4)., Removal of religion and other superstition.

(5). Achizving spece travel.

Tach reader is welcome to supplenient the list with ideels of his
own, but in this article I shall desl only uvith those I have listed.

The first, tha abolution of war, is somethins I think every resl
fer will agree with. He sees the sheszr pointless brutality of forcing
min to fizht other men they hesve never even seen, much less hete, for
high sounding, but false and worthless "csuses." The peoplc of a coun-
try szldom want war exceot in s<lf defense. It is the ones with some-
thin: to gein who advocete and causes war. And, strsngely enough,
these men never do any-of the fighting.

I think enother csuse of war is the fact thet most people are pro-
vinciel in their thinking. Their city is the best, their religion the
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only true one, their state the best, their nation is "god's country,"
etc. And thus it is easy for the propegends experts to arouse Lhem b@-
cause of this regional patriotism.

Very few fen I know are guilty of thls narrovw-minded type of )in-
goism. TFen are cosmopolitiasns. Southarn feon admit that the South has
as many faults as the North, snd they do not hete s "Yankee“ because '
their grendfathers heppened to fight the Civil Wer,

The fan type of reasoning is the kind which must be inculcated into.
every citizen befors we reach the mlllinium, and the best place for- this
to b2 done is in the school systeme It is unfortunate thet most ‘teach-
¢rs, who to a greast extent mould the  minds of the young generetion, aru'
Just a narrow and full of prejudices as the lowliest clod=- hogber a

If more fen would become teachars, the: could do itmEesurable good.~'

That neuuﬁally brings us to the next on th: list, 1.6.," improving
aducation and teeching thq scientific method of reasoning and doing-

things. To one who hss gone through the public school system, I do not
nsed to zlaborste upon the mrrisd dormauismq from emqtionally unstable
teachars and the general stultifying etmoQsphere of thz whole education-
al progrsem. Thc mentally capable student 1s slowed down to the snail
nace of the dullards, until by tha time he finishes high school it is
remarkable indeed if he is etill any differwnt from the rest.

Howsver, it whuld herdly be fair to place the entire bleme upon the
tecachers.  Blams more the miscrebles.compensstion of the teaching profes-
sion which preventg mest reslly oapablu persons from \ntering this line
of vork.

Sometimes, of course, you find e reel tescher who is unselfish
onough to work for the negligable sum hs receives. ' But these ers few
- end far betwecn. Fankind could help a tiny bit by’ sunporting all move- -
ments intended at raising teachers! selaries and improving the educat-

ionsl stendard. And, I repest, more fen should becoms teachers.
) At the seme ‘time, fen could do much as teachers toward preventing
‘race prejudice, instesd of impressing more vividly the dubious superior-
ity of the white race ss th» average tescher doss.  Outside of a few
like Paul Cox, the Georgis boy who discovered "scisntific proof" of
Negro inferiority, fen ars not guilty of this tyn: of zroup thinking.
The intellir"nt person realizes thet those of ths colorsd rscc are human
b ings, hsving both faults snd virtues. Hu knoiis thet -som2 Negrovs 281G
inferior to him mentselly, while at: the same time othars are ouoerior.

It depends on the individusl, R

It is a sad comumentsry on the human racc thet cevory men must con-
sider himself & little tin god, deserving to ba toadied to by all thosu
mor3 unfortunate or lower 1in station than he. .

In ths South, you hava to more or less conform to th- - genvrel pat-
tern if you wish to get by. If you-* defend the colored race you are
branded ''n----- lover, which has a connotation somewhat lower than a
reptile in the gress. I remembur one occeslon hen e fcllos wes callling
th: Negroes practically cevery vile nsme he could think of. He toppzd
his tirasde off with the followving littls zem:

"I think any white man who would lower himself to a n----- fust as
bad as they are. I pointed out that that type of person (is usua ly of a
higher mentality than the ones who are always calling the Negroes bad
names. This angered him somewhat, so he retorted with the inevi table,
"If you think so much of the damned n--— s, why don’t you goand live with
them?" 1 answered to the effect that if conditions demanded, I would
have no objections, and that it would certainly be prefer-
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able to living with his "kind. ' '

Now, I don't reccommsnd that every fen go out on the street, coller

a person and shova the truth down his throet, but we should defend what

ge bglieve when the occesion arises and we are not too greetly outnem-
ered. : - - ( . s

But:on to number four on the list. There is sure to be some dis-
sension when ve discuss the abolition of religion...there is always the
arguement of freedom of religion, end I agrse. A person has the right -
to worship a totem pole if he desires, so long as he does not try to
force others to do the sema. \ o S Lo

But no one has the right to push christianity or eny other religion
down the throat of s child who is too young to decide for himself. .. .

My own case is probebly tynicel. Until I wes. old cnough to have a
little individuslity end do & little thinking of my own, my mind wes &
hodge-nodgz of the various terrors vividly painted by the hell-fire end -
brimstone sermons I heerd. That cless which is always so afraid of
practically everything that gives onlessure ruining the mind of the young

generation should look into really important things like this. S

Religion--and I sncek of christiasnity in narticular--hes a record
herdly to bs envied. It has opnosed elmost all th: advences made - by
science, @specislly in the theoréticsl field. It burned Jeanne d'Arc.
and the hypothaticel witches of Salem. It teaches thet men should have
f2ith instead of reason snd should accept es absolutely true one of -the
most ambitious, but least convincing, works of historical fentsessy eyer

concocted. ‘ .

In aGdition to sll this end mors, the religious fenatics in Tennes-
sea succesded in having Tvolution outlewed as a course in the schools

of thet state in the infamous "Monkay Trial." :

. But to sll this I cen only object. If you know of any steps which .
woulé put thz skids under christianity, your sugzesvions gre earngstly
solicited. ‘

: As for spsce travel, about fandom cen do, es I see it, is stsnd on -

the sidelines and wetch. Ther. have bsen verious rocket societies who

experiemnted with models, end no doubt they did some valuable work, but.

wh.n the first ehip lends on"the moon, it will most likely be nilotad i

by the army. - ' Lo

The first attempt at spsce flight will be attempted durins the.
1ifetime of most of us, meybe it hes already occurred. Perleps the first
one Will fsil, but othors will follow end succecd. Then will fendom be

vindiczted. : ' . : o

THE END

FANTASY ©SALE

See Inmen when buyin back issue megazines & fahzinés.

We have many issues of megs like ASF,'TWS; Staptlihg,
Planet, Unk, Mervel, Amezing, Dynamic, etc.’

Quote your wants and we will quote our priccs. .
Address: | /

Lionel Inman . |
Route 1 =-- Ripley, Tenn.
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"Tt's no use, I just: can't 20, $hrough w1th it e AR R LR

The forlorn littl: creaturn let a shuddar wrench throuvhghls de-
dreggled form. Hz was a piteous sight indeed standlng ‘beside ‘the un—
made bed, the long snout of the .28 target DiotOl loomin. ominously
from the nervous clssp of his scrawny hand.. .

"OR God, why am I such a couard? Only one null and: it w1ll all be
overy my wretch=d life vill blink mercifully out,and then I'11 bﬁ free.
I'm goinz to dis anyvey, so vhy cen’t I »ull ‘thu r*ﬁﬂv*”“

A sob vrack~d hystszrically from littla H”HIJ Lyc Joottom. He did-
n'y want to die at. all*~but ‘ha coukdnt®t o on . .1V¢ng hnc. ng. he was
going tn die--within the next six months. Cancer. the doesor had, said,
concer in its fineal stages; bevond ell possitle hope, Heary: h@Cﬁid—'
bottom couldn't tek - it} hu ves on,-tho vergzs of nrrvous collisrse. . And
to mske matters worsce, h: couldn't end it =2ithor.> He couldn's get up
snough nerva to ssnd the bullet creshing throuzh his nseurotic little
orein, eve n thOUfh it meent the torminetion of six months of mentel - .
ggony. Fe wes a cowvard, 2nd ha knew it ' ' ' S

* ok Kk
Henry Hecnl>bottom Lound hxmeulf on th° Qidewolk in a str ange oart‘
of town. What h: wes doine harz, hs did not know. H“‘Iumeb.Lud vagzue-

1v that he had stuabl d. from his slfabby apartmeat room ond:vendered
deliriously ehbout th cit7, hie mind in a semi-comatose condition. But
just why ha couldn't romsmber. A boue scemed t0 have psssed besus
him end his pzst.  He knew who he vms and whot he was--sand from thare
his m-mory tréiled off into formless mist. L N

Ee toox nolé of hims 10 end foreed hisc faculties into 8 more alert
ondition. "ith considershle effort, he took note of his surroundings.. |
¢ wag, obvious te him even in kis kathargic state that he hed never buen
s before. \ : , ‘
Towos & normal encuch scensytd typical othoer-side-of- Lhc t;\*xs_ .
oi" th sevzrc~z citys The only thing wes that the bulldings
cen as substentigl ag all o the othsr buildings h - had ever
oree. st first rlence, th+y wers as stayneh end sturdy as any,
1
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> longer he looked the mors uynsubstentisl they sewmed.  The

ings, in fact the vhole picture buefore his wondecing gseze; scemad
i Tha nicturs beucens e outtarn. of tiny motes ol Garkness snd
the hplf-ton: scr..n us ?d in photo-icproduction.

T he aliluyd this to the et thot h: vas ¢ bit und:r the
weostumr.. Ze UDDOK his hoad violsntly bnd madoe & conscious affort to '
hiz eyes 1o a aeflinite [ocus. The herder hs teiled, the wdrss
zeam>.  Now the filmly wstchvork s:emed to weave back ard Lorth,‘

un end downgy almost iime oeptivclv et first, »ut then the unduletion

buscame srester snd groster. snry Hecklobottom's eyzs rolled 'about in

sn eifort to keep up vith, bn=‘”ilc1v syrating landscape. His wholo

Le¢ bigen to swey to the outrd motion. Squenl: he didn't fe=l well
v s
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knew.it

a%v all., Litule Henry Uachlego+tom viss sesslck! : ,
Finally, when hz coulén't stand it an- lonpgar, he reelized that
hhlld he wos waaving srownd, ths landscene hoed become firmly rooted .
oncec morz and - could b acecanpted as real gvnulne solid substentisel lect.-

Thet is, il one discount-d the slimy mist thet was crewling fisndich-
ly bﬂrOUbh and abouyp VHrohln in sight. It was a2 vslc roscate mist:
that pulsetzd unconnll rvthmeti ally in tune to his now. m1ldly be at-'
ing husrt. : ;o :
Ins tlnctlvnly he reslized thet the wmist ves mors ‘than it anpéarcd
to be on ths surfacc; it wes a cr: wtur;-»a buinr~~1t wes dlin,_wnd it

hed & will of its owWn. o
_ Slugslchly, the mist moved toward him., Henry Hec&l”bottom felt o
sick ‘at hls stomach. A wild, unrossonineg f- 51 racud throuzh him. R

The mist swoopad upon him, csusinz intermittent icy and burning
s atlona to nlay rouszhly sbout his nirve ends where thiy contacted.
th; living slime. Henry Hecklecbottom vas really sick HV‘thQ tlma' his’
eyelids closed with a tramor snd ha swonned doad avgy. i

He did not slump to %th» ground, thou:h, as would have bifitted the"
occassion, but rather reasined upricht as uhﬁ mist thickened and hold

Upon ewalksening somc tims leter he wes owsrs of motion. Tt was a
short starnity bzfore his fogged s:nses t0ld. him thet this motion was
cuauscd by his feet walking rythmeticslly. On and oq hz “rudged; he - !
didn*'t knov why or wherg--hg didn't care. e only knevw ha was vwzlking.

By comz at 1 -ngth to 8 bookshop.. It was a drab, dingy affair, and
thz murky, a~e-stainzd vindov wes Iitarelly pilsd with musty oLld tones
of just shout evary deceription 1maginobld, and thsn soms.

A stronze urge overvhalmsd Yenry Hecllehotton; an inward desire
to enter tha shop and szz2 over tha row usen row of av:c‘uov rod bhooks.
Not that books cl imed ony intersst for hime: in trush hd med herdly
read helf a dozsn hnoks in his entirs missroviaili fetime, .

The urge was so strong thet he difinft bak. idvo cons:dsration this
fact. He was in the store bCLUFu hS'rcslizwd nz had-<ntercd. In fact, .
he had no recollwction oi hevin< enterzd ot sli. Ons monsny 1o was-out
on the street looking in, and Ltc ngxt instance -«~he wes 1n ths book-

stall. Fe wes oumzled. o o :

"Why bothsr to thiaok it out®' he mused, his brain r;vrlti'; at %he
wounting wreivect. "I'm hoers; I mizht ss uoll Lock shout g

Fe zlenced around, roalizins he had nsvar sutared s hoh like this
vefors. Th+ only tim: he hed zaon so many books was ip thas schcol libe -
rery, encd he hed only zone thor. whon thérs wes ro ohhor 8l%:rnativs.

3

. Yor a lonsz time he just stond thore ené look.s C abvoul hin. The
closenzes of s0 moeny printac words £i11:d his soul, Gith sus.

Theén coming back to the Iinite vorld, hEz““:PQ . Torln and ¢l
a lerzz book in hie leen fin“:fn and drev it $o him. WS

on it gna &lmost choked 25 & thick shaen of IMna dust ne P

simooth lesther surface. 1% wés a strange hids,. one Gonav

before. Fa folt s qucey sansstion et the nintcf phise siemsch as he rual-
ized thot the texture Posamiler to thee o his oun gkin. Tueniag the
vook on *nd, he resd the t:iles “Codaverous Vagabohﬁue; Tng TanJﬂFing"

Corpse . | : - . :
¥linaing th: book Irom him, hs reach-d fer szrothor nd anetiire Hu
unz vhom oway in a it of Loctning. “M&Q'OCiJﬂ' Rxlnnu noNThg v
Unholy orm,™ end "Ritss und Runes of wha Black Ma .<" wzre emong the
volumes he s»lact.:d and cost asids et rendonm. : e
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Uttbrly unbnlancnd % turndgd end fled--only to run -dircetly into-:-7v
L& qh 1T of mouldy.books which fell upon -him, knocking: him %o the floors
He looked around him ond scream. d: o longs loud, unnluauant scraem thot'
choed harshly within the ngrrow confinus o’ the shon./ Theé. door--thc~35;-f
entrsnce to tha shop was gone, It had vanis h\d COWUlOtuly;~ caVinf;'wJGA_
only four valls; o varitebls tomb of books. | coL T
Zven. ps he looked, tho room seem.d-to mxtcnt oﬁfore him in ong e
Girection and, formad & sort of pesgagaviay hetwean tvio chelveg of svil’ L
volumes., Scrampllng to his feet.in th “stumbling-heste of a‘frlghtvned
enimasl, he enter:d th: corridor snd reced down into-the ddrkness es
fast as his fest could teks him, his arms ”cvini unenntrolebly in Lhu«
sir cbout him, snsgging thick mosscs of cobusb anu other corruotion. [T
Around snd around :ound th: UJQ"DXJWHV more than onca. hu‘*us G
brouzht te an abrunt end painful halt as hf came facn to fsob'W1th &
right sngls turn. o o e
It s¢smed that he ran on Inrd ayu, hlS clotbhs Wdrﬂ n)thlnD ore
than tattered reps; his lsce was 8 mMoss wrinkles ehd creasés tnat
seemed to szr him twenty yaars. Wlecks' 01 founl aop,aryu now and then e
on involuntaryly movin '@ lips, ond lizht glintced stranzsly upon two un-
comprehanding orbs. @ . . o I B ,i‘f N
Suddenly the thing that was once Henry Hoelkl bottom rounded & finsl
turn and entesred a somber room hung with Pfoul zreen funereal trdonings,‘
Livid zrscn fires burhed smokily in braziers mount.dé 'on humen skulls,
fillinz th+ vhols room with th . steneh of tho Pharnql plbe‘ .
Stending in th centsr of the ropm vias a msn, tall and ‘@ngulsr,.
Whiether he had a, sreen complexion or not wes indetnrmln bly, it wmight
have beon morsly th < reflection of thr grisly Iirss thet ilemzd hotly.
1o the brezizrs.: 4 huge protruding forzhoed swent bacx’and upwara
“forming e smnoth sweet-shiny heirlesz nate. 4 long Eresn. vart-gresn-

Sl

/

robe Genxlz=d 1oo<°ly over the stoopad shoulde rq,,cov*r ng the r«w—bon;d
. carcass from vievw. The hands of & corpea nfotrud@d ‘from. thp nouldV '
shrouce; & corpsc in the leet sieg us of G solution.’

The entirz svzctecla wae nauscating, even to thz now oulte 1o d Mf.~'
Becklzbottom. . His eycs bulgad Jnd hif bewth tlonchud esnesmodicelly.
Blood sndvtvo from & nssty zash in th> bottom of his tongue and drib-:
blzd dovn his torn clothing, rl amlng olacklw 1n tha erie gr en rad-
isnc: Ol th funar=al rooni. : g J

"I--I--went, uO-—tO--P"t—-Out of--herci Sh sh-ohov ,/thﬂ vay
outi® : ; ,
m&CKl‘bOt‘Od fell to hls kn\us ané plecede 'aq thoush . fo a q1ety,;

"Vou want to laave?®" boomed thwe shrouded fipur: in s deép senul-
chural voic=» thet reveriszreted from the depths of. hall it el £ “ihy?
.Don't you know how well off you ar>%" . -~ o

"Plea.o. I must find the wsy out! I must: 1uuv&_tniu plecclor I
shatl 20 medl® raved the mad Henry Pecklea sbottom. - S C

“Very vell then," droneé¢ vhe cerzature, o lonk orf cuLiouslv inter-
minglzd .sedism end pity torying over hic feee. "F*rz th#n, ‘here is tuu
wey outi” : - . C o .
T TAs, theso words were uttsred, the whold cavern ves fill 4l u1thAa‘_'\
bleze of incandescsnce. & hole appeersd suudenly Bobs! (orJ Henry *\oklaﬁ
bottomy a decp hole 2nd very dulko -Hes hﬂard g cursling sound an¢ looksd
dovin into the rift. Tsr below, rushing snd Jirllng modly u&° a- dark
expansw= of °wift Wwever. And it was buckoning him do"nward.

N
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Tom Jewett - Many thankq for Southfrn Fandom #l. Hope you can ueen‘

€70 George it up. Covzr-is the ususl Cockroft gsuiggles with tentacles

Clyde, Ohio which John loves "d well, but which b:comes borlng after:

a while. One-vond~rg if John can .do anything, else, Mlm-
f01na okay for b:ginnars--snd I Ou"htu knot;. Prlﬂuvd pntenxy DB -
nsat. Dero- ‘hunting zood.- Turnlnt oh my electr "on micrngcopd, I rinal-
ly mede out th~ hesgds of what looknd-to bo two dwro. Azading. th: apr--
ticl®, I found thot thot viss the fxp“dition.- I shall . legqs corry-that
¢isappointment with mz. Photo cvulc havs beLn b ttgr.; {That ohotuf‘
turned out »retty wood, I thlnh, cdﬂrld rlnf'thﬁ very. muualu light wa-
uszde =Ed.)) Ksnnudy zood as usug?i but' I'¢ go him onwo, st ,luxt“v > by
imazining th- PROZIND T° llk; 0 HHblish. ilora satiaihiqm + Fiction
tolerabl- to rair. h“nh?dJ won't collact THAT kipd of ilculono__ﬁotua
sler art lookad liks h: treczd from flash Fordon,. Perting shot: DOW'T
roll uhu Zinz un for mnilln dnuun n:ubl aft: . unvirsp )1nq, wrlnlluw
look terrible. Simply fold oncﬁ nd tapl  thot way % i:r and Looks
uvlt‘r in the lonz run. Ho»jing unuth\,rn TFendonm 'ﬂtﬁ alonb okay.

e T T S
Ven 5plevin Imzgins my surprise on 3utuL & your nobls Eouthurnr
0175 Komsington Fendom! It was: almo"t like) andé es wolcoms, &g the
St. Louis 8, lo. prova:rbisl drsgeed from Galo'ui' I s2c¢ you uSad :
John's cover risht off tqa bbu--ond it do2sa't look
helf bed zithar. You sorts slinp @° un on your printed contents pagee-
wiileh incicdentelly lookod pretty fhod-—in stating thet I hhd don= thc
intrior crt: work. iirent't me, but ", Rotslnr.‘ By tha visy, gdid you
£ hic a eopy, or did you think.I hed donz the drsvings® If you oo
h;‘e a spare, send it to him., Hz lp° creéate good will, y'know.  wWhire
did vou g2t your cont:ints nag: opringsd, n/\Dj.,,((Diﬁ it nyselfl at ;-
the Tnternris: Printing Co. hure in‘town. -Ed.)) Looks nice, aspucisl-
1y thos~ neet tvps facss. It vouldﬁb: great if you coulf orint onlv
curitt:n by -South vn “but I'm afeernd tb r*'s too fdu of
ritters srouné. ZProv 11p“ throu H the nrozin-s gete’ nom; s and:
¢ssus occadésionally, but oft Tiﬂc° not many of uh s10 h~ Vi eny. erxlng‘
ity vhataver. Oh-.2ll, vou cen él ays us 2 ~uGonyme--friinstance
st Cko Lew, of Czovels,” cuhl - Thd tuo mim'od intzriors lookazd
oo c01 lly tha on ‘in r=2d. Are you using differznt colors next
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time? "Intrigue" was just ebout the best thing in the issue, with"Fag- .. 0°
zincs I'd like to Publish" next. The mimsoing wesn't too clear, but I
lsy.th2 blems on the typer rathoer than your printing. It'11 clear up '
in tims nrobably. ‘ -
Gus Willmorth Pleased to rsceive the #1 isslie of Southern Fandom
643 S. Bixel today and was very pleased to see & nzw coffort erising
Los Angeles 14 1in the fen publishing field. -- Wall, I reed throygh

your zine, and, excunt for the poor stenciling, found
it to be fairly interzsting. I rsckon (as Kznnedy ssys) I'm one of the
disillusioned o0ld guard; I seldom rced fen fiction, and actuelly com-
ploted two of yours which ware rethzr smusing. It is rether obvious
thorefore thet I would find Kinnedy's erticle to be of more interest
then the fiction--which I did. Aside from being cliche as hell--it's
the sort of thing most fan editors think of in their off moments--it
was well written ané pointa2d out some vretty basic fenzine negds. Re
your editorial mzntion of "Strange Holiday"™, thet picture was well re-
ceived nationslly by critics, &nd, though I couldn't be surs, hed e
fair box-office drsg. A grcst meny LA fsns thoupht it good too° It's
too bad fentasy doosn't g0 ovz=r well in Ripl y.
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Rick Sncary ({The following mestaerful exhibition of ignorance
2962 Santa Ana of spelling 1is strictly sic. To correct Rick's letter
South Gate, Cal. 1is to destroy his own inimitsble style. -Ed.)) The

‘ meg was very well donc. I don't usuelly notes such
things es dummyed edges, but did this time. The slightly out of line
typer was all rizht to. In fasct I thought the funnist thing sbout
"Revongs" wee thz wss 4pelling lookad. ((Fortunately I can't demon- ‘
strate the wey 1t scpsratzd the word with this typer. -Td.)) 1 thought .
you did it on perpous the first two times. On. the hole the mag geve
- me a odd feeling. Tho I noaver read one, it szemed to me SF was like
the fenzines of th: o0ld doyz. Mevbe it wes the double mention of Tuc-
ker (The Crcat), or just just the way the storiecs and srticlce were wor-
dods It was quite rofreshing snywaye I liked it all. Thc ert work
w8g exalsent. The cover by Cockroft was richt up to his high stendard,
and the two inside pics by Rotler were good too. A necw tyme of arv
too. Sort of modernistic, tho not quite thet basd. I suppose the little
"Vi.o" on the bottom m sne thet Ven Sple-n cut the stencils. ((Right))
He is very good at it. It wes a grate loss when Tha Ster Rover folded.
I em displeaeszd with wvou about thz picture. First I thought it wves tuo
deros. But that is boeesids ths noint. You rolled the zine, thus creck-
ing the picture. Then ton, you put too much glus on.it, it was slmost
imposable to tskc it out without teiring th: msg in two. And lastily,
wvho ie who? I'm puting ynu down as being on the right. 4And higher up.
({(You are so right agsin. -Td.)) .cll enywsy thanks, it 8dds two more
to my collection of fen photos. I wish to question you about your
story “"Intrigue."” In line 21 &nd 22 the pcrson known as Ragger ceid.
"I bet vou climbed up the trellis to get in here and frighten Mother.t®
It lster said that Dagger was elso Degler and Shsver., Cen you ofrer
eny uritten proof t.at Deglcor evar had e Mother. Let alons a father®?
((Some facts seem self-evident at first, but sincs you mentionesd it, I
em inclined to beliwve. hz was reproouced by fission from somsthing or
other. -Ed.)) Glad you found Jokoe's Brb clzs. Good too.

’

- Y7 -




